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iTs may compete
as unit for rankings

Mint ND 17/01/2014 P-10

IiTs to pool
resources to

raise global
rankings

BY PRASHANT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com
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Technology (IITs), the 16 engi-
neering schools themselves have
pooled their resources to ensurea
high ranking for brand IIT in global
education

New Delhi: All the 13 lITs &ooesn.,

may compete as a single
unit at the global level for a
place among the best in the

global ranking list. Giving an’

indication in this regard,
higher education secretary
Ashok Thakur said the idea
is to position the IITs as a
single unit much like the lIT
brand which has become an
entity in itself for finding a

place among the top three :

best institutes the world-
over. International ranking
agencies such as Times
Higher Eduction and QS
World University Ranking
would be informed accord-
ingly, he said. Central uni-
versities and other institutes
could follow on how the IITs
position themselves in the

one entity, into the Top 10.
“AllIITs will go as a single enti-
ty, and we believe that it will
bring them to top 10 ranks global-
1y higher educati
Ashok Thakur said after the
meeting with the IITs. Thakur said
that their poor ranking dents the
image of India overseas.

world. The US has 77 n the top
200 and the UK, 31 Five Indian
institutions are in the top 400,
including four IITs.
Currently, the IITs don't partici-

process of participation, the IITs
will set up chairs (dedicated pro-
fessors and officers) in charge of
the work, Thakur explained. They

(both from the UK), to train the
chairs at the IITs on how to go
about formally participating in
the world ranking. "We will have a
workshop of nodal professors
with ranking agencies on how to
present themselves. IIT Delhi has

will follow the IIT model, the sec-
retary said.

"All central funded institutions
such as the NITs (National Insti-

fessors whose responsibility will
be to provide up-to-date data
about the institute. We will also
tell others through the UGC (Uni-
versity Grant Commission) to do
the same. Unless you give com-
plete data, then the true picture
will not come,” said another sen-
for officer at the human resource
development ministry, speaking
on condition of anonymity.

Thakur also said that his min-
istry is In touch with THE to bring
out an India-specific ranking for
top institutions.
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[IT-B alumni announce
scholarship for juniors
MUMBAI: The 1964 batch of stu-
dents of the Indian Institute of
Technology, Bombay, on the
occasion of their golden jubilee
celebrations, announced a schol-
arship fund, under which the
needy but meritorious students
of the institute will be provided
a one-time financial assistance
of Rs50,000 for buying equip-
ment they may require for their
studies at the institute. HTC
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Panel that

stripped 44

varsities of
top tag quits

AkshayaMubul [Tan

Mew Delhi: The P N Tandon
Committee which reviewed
126 deemed universities in
2008 and found 44 of them un-
fit to have deemed university
status has resigned.

The committee had cate-
gorized deemed universities
mto three groups, Group A
with 38 was found fit to retain
desmed university status, an-
other44 ingroup B were found
lacking incertain parameters
and were given three vears to
malie up for the deficiencies.
Group C consisted of 4
deemed wvarsities. The panel
felt these institutions could
not redeem themselves and
hence did not deserve deemed
university status, Group C
universities have challenged
the Tandon Committes report
i the Supreme Court.

According to sources, the
committes consisting of Tan-
don, Gowverdhan Mehta, M
Anandakrishnan and Mrinal
Miri told the HRD ministry
that it had been functioning
for alomg time and would 1ile
to resign. However, HRD min-
istry sources said the resigna-
tion is vet to be accepted. “We
will try to convinee Mr Tan-
don and others to rethink
their decizion. They have
made impeccable contribu-
tion,™ aministry official said.

For thefull report, locon
to wunp. timesofindia. com
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Open the windows for Indian universities

LM i

Indian universities need fundamental
reforms that will infuse dynamismanda
renewed sense of purpose and to do that
we need tore-examine the existing institu-
tional structures, the regulatory processes
and the governance paradigm of owr uni-
versities. The single most important fact
that distinguishes all great universities
from the mediocre institutions is the qual-
ity of its faculty. Most Indian universities
are ill-prepared to respond to the crisis
of mediocrity that is institutionalised in
the existing institutions. Even though this
problem is universally acknowledged,
no serious effort has been put in place
to address this issue.

One of the most important reasons for
not a single Indian university featuring
among the top 200 in the world is that

our universities do not adequately con-
tribute to research, knowledge creation,
publications and the resultant citations.
Research in any discipline requires sig-
nificant funding and institutional sup-
port. But more importantly, it needs an
environment that promotes a culture of
research and creates opportunities for
faculty to be inspired by each other’s work
and contribution,.

The entire university system in India is
based upon a command and control system
that at every stage there is a multilayered,
bureaucratic, government-led regulatory
structure that not only controls, but also
scuttles the freedom and liberty of aca-
demic institutions. This needs to change.
The basic framework of most, if not all
regulations in the Indian university sys-
tem is based upon a deep and pervasive
distrust that prevails across the regula-

HT Delhi

tory bodies for the university adminis-
tration and the faculty. Universities are
expected to be dynamic institutions where
new ideas get tested, mistakes made and
lessons learnt. This process of learning
and constantly reinventing is not possible,
if regulations are made with the purpose
of exercising controls leading to obstacles
and hindrances for institution building.
The only way for Indian universities
to change is to give more autonomy, inde-
pendence and freedom so that they can
find thefr own institutional space within
India. Promoting excellence in Indian uni-
versities is not just a goal that is worthy of
pursuing. but it is a policy imperative that
needs to be achieved, if we are to harness
the demographic dividend.
C Raj Kumar is founding vice-chancellor,
OP Jindal Global University, Sonepal
The views expressed by the author are personal



Page 12 of 13

Number of Indian students in UK
varsities plunges by 50% in 2 yrs

Prasun Sonwalkar

m letters@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: The number of Indian stu-
dents enrolling at British universi-
ties has dropped by nearly 50% in
two years, rattling ministers and
university officials who have been
tryinghard to overcome negative
perceptions abroad about recent
changes to the student visa system.

Decline in number of Indian
students that started in 2011-12 has
continued in the lastacademic year
(2012-13), leading to a record 25%
reduction overall, according to fig-
uresreleased by Higher Education
Statistics Agency (HESA).

The overall reduction in the
number of Indian students —
graduate and postgraduate — is

25% , but the drop is sharper in the
case of those enrolling on first-year
degree courses, which has almost
halved in two years, from 23,985 in
2010-11 to 12,280 in 2012-13.

The figures reveal that India
remains the second highest
source of international students
at British higher education institu-
tions, after China, but the numbers
have continued on a downward spi-
ral since the 2011-12 academic vear.

The overall figures of Indian
students (graduate, postgraduate)
at British universities in last three
academic years are: 39,090 in 2010-
11, 29,900 in 2011-12 and 22,385 in
2012-13, which amounts to arecord
25% reduction.

Thedrop islikely to exacerbate
thefrustration of vice-chancellors

and other stakeholders who had
warned of such a scenario for the
last two years, amidst an increas-
ingly competitive international
market, and continuing efforts by
the David Cameron government to
cut immigration .

The consistent reduction in
Indian students is mainly attrib-
uted to the scrapping of the post-
study visa in 2012, which was popu-
lar among self-financing Indian
students, who used it to recover
some of the costs of their study by
taking up jobs for two years after
completing their course.

The steep fall in the value of
rupee in the last six monthsis also
expected to have contributed to
lesser number of Indian students
coming to the UK.
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Hydrogen is fuel of future, says 11Sc professor

“As the major portion of the fossil fuels that we have been depending upon now will exhaust in the next
30 or 40 years, we have to look for alternatives. In this context, Hydrogen will be the fuel of future. But
how do you produce, store and transport hydrogen in large scales is the million dollar question. Chemists
worldwide are trying to find an answer to this,” said IISC (Bangalore) Honorary Professor (dept of
organic chemistry), Dr Srinivasan Chandrasekharan.

He was delivering his inaugural address at a two-day national seminar on ‘Modern methods in chemistry,’
organised by Department of Chemistry, St Aloysius college here on Thursday.

Dr Chandrashekaran said that chemistry is partly responsible for the pollution worldwide. Hence, chemistry
needs to be different from what it has been till now. Here comes the concept of 'green chemistry’ or safe
chemistry. Green chemistry means the same chemistry but doing the experiment or producing chemicals in a
different way. A way less harmful to the environment, he stressed. “For example, if we are replacing harmful or
toxic solvents with less toxic ones, we can make a change,” he explained.

The 11SC professor called upon chemistry teachers to inculcate the message of green chemistry among the
students right from the beginning to do away with the negative ‘pollutant’ image of chemistry which is rampant
in society.

He noted that handling the need for energy and eco-concern would be the main challenges before chemistry
tomorrow.

College Principal Fr Swebert D'Silva presided over. Vice Pricipal Ronald Pinto, Rajgopal Bhat and Richard
Gonsalves among others also spoke.



